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genuine and important causes of the British aversion from the Nazi
regime.
Another cause was an aesthetic distaste for the fanaticism and
monomania which National Socialism induced in its German devotees
(a distaste which was closely akin to the British antipathy towards
the ethos of the Russian Communists). The British outlook on life
at this time still reflected the old-fashioned eighteenth-century
distrust of ' enthusiasm'; and the British people could not in any
case be expected to welcome foreign outbursts of political 'en-
thusiasm'—Communist or Fascist—which were avowedly directed
against 'Democracy' in the sense of the responsible parliamentary
representative system of government which had been the historic
British contribution to modern Western political development. Nor
was this British disapproval of foreign anti-democratic movements
merely a pardonable expression of national amour propre. It was
also partly based on the more serious consideration that these
'enthusiastic* political movements—with their common claim to a
transcendental inspiration which was to be imposed by a minority
on a majority by force—were ethically retrograde and practically
dangerous to the peace of the World. On this issue of peace, the
British public watched with dismay the systematic and active propaga-
tion by the Nazis, among the rising generation in Germany, of that
traditional Prussian cult of militarism which most English people had
long since put out of their minds as something that had assuredly
been buried in the same grave as the House of Hohenzollern. As
British observers of the German National-Socialist Revolution saw
this latterly discredited militarism being placed upon its pedestal
again, there came back to their minds, with a rush, their dormant
memories of all the misery that this evil spirit had brought upon
Europe in the War, and upon Germany most of all; and they could
not help asking themselves whether perhaps the French had been
right, after all, in insisting, for the last fourteen years, that the
Germans were incorrigible.
Indeed, the British outburst of feeling against Germany in 1933
could not be fully understood without being seen as an incident in
an Anglo-French as well as in an Anglo-German controversy. This
Anglo-French disputation had begun on the morrow of the Armistice
of 1918 51 and, by the date of Herr Hitler's taking office, the British
had spent fourteen years in pressing upon the French a British
thesis on policy towards Germany which may be summarized as
follows: 'We agree with you that Germany had a greater share of
1 See the Survey for 1924, Part I A, section (ii).

